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impetuous temperament soon carried him to the opposite
extreme. ' He was a hero, and he attempted a social revolu-
tion. He was a seer, and he saw the secret which underlay
his national culture. And he became a link in the endless
chain of Gujaratls who have, from times immemorial, as-
sisted Gujarata in absorbing foreign culture and evolving
its own'.1
With Narmad's recantation of the revolutionary gospel,
the school which favoured an immediate and wholesale
destruction of the old order came to an end.
Narmad came to destroy what he thought was a phan-
tom of the past, but remained to worship the beauty which
was ever-living. Mansukhram, who believed that the fetters
alone formed part of its majesty, lived to see the grace, born
of freedom, preserving its beauty. By their joint efforts
they succeeded in unveiling the harmony and beauty
of a renaissance, which stood for a new life, a new
expression, a new vision. This process had a two-fold
aspect: first, restoring contact with the fundamentals
of Aryan culture; second, removing the protective walls
with which their fore-fathers had defended life and culture
against religious fanaticism and political chaos.
A search for the secrets of past greatness is, for the
creative mind in India, only a step forward towards an
absorption of the foreign elements in modern life and a
triumphant re-assertion of the fundamental outlook of the
Aryan culture. In old days, the Brahmanas, to facilitate
this course, had invested the Vedas, the Puranas and the
Samskrta literature with sanctity. The modern Gujarat!
mind went to the same sources, but, being more critical, it
traced the sanctity not to the word but to the spirit.
The second aspect of the process achieved more sub-
stantial results. The castes were not destroyed, nor was
orthodoxy uprooted, but both became sufficiently elastic to
stimulate vitalising processes. The dominant note of the age
was transformed. Akha's gospel of death gave place to a
new faith which exulted in the joy of life. Other-world-
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